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	1. Course title: Animal identification and ecology practice (BSc)

	

	2. Code: 
	3. Type: practice 

	

	4. Contact hours: 4
	5. Number of credits (ECTS): 5

	

	6. Preliminary conditions (max. 3): no

	

	7. Announced: fall semester

	

	8. Limit for participants: no

	

	10. Responsible teacher (faculty, institute and department): Dr. Jenő Purger


	

	11. Teacher(s) and percentage: 
	Dr. Jenő Purger
	50%

	
	Dr. Győző Horváth
	50%

	

	12. Language: English

	

	13. Course objectives and/or learning outcomes: 
Objectives: The course will help in widening of taxonomic knowledge and ecological approach to the other fundamental and special courses (e.g. zootaxonomy, systematics, ecology, biogeography, zoological monitoring, and applied zoology); identification of species and sampling procedures; the widening of knowledge about model species and animal groups frequently used in ecological modelling; learning of sampling methods and data processing. 
Learning outcomes: 

The students are familiar with character species of indicator groups of fauna of Hungary, their ecological roles in particular habitats; sampling methods in survey of species and higher taxonomical groups; have a knowledge of the terminology and correct using of technical terms; they are able to plan sampling protocol and organize field work; open to accept of the knowledge of closely related biological disciplines; strive to synthesize the different knowledge subjects, especially taxonomic knowledge and ecological approach; they are able to independently interpret, depict and present the learned knowledge individually and to produce presentations and summaries independently from the knowledge of the subject.

	

	14. Course outline 
Week 1 Survey of terrestrial arthropod communities, evaluation of their diversity and range of abundances. 

Week 2 Population survey of common orthopteran species, using of once-capture and re-capture methods
Week 3 Determination and description of diurnal butterfly species, their population survey, using of repeated- capture and re-capture methods. 
Week 4 Survey of ground beetles communities using pitfall traps, study of edge effects. 
Week 5 Fieldwork, identification of terrestrial invertebrates.
Week 6 Identification of fish species of Hungary, presentation of sampling methods.
Week 7 Determination and description of amphibian species and species-complexes, sampling methods.
Week 8 Determination and description of reptilian species, sampling methods.
Week 9 Determination and description of birds, sampling methods. 
Week 10 Fieldwork on the fishpond near Pellérd.
Week 11 Methods of study predator-prey relationships.
Week 12 Determination and description of small mammals, methods of estimation of population size.
Week 13 Determination of large mammals, sampling methods and methods of diet analysis.
Week 14 Fieldwork, catching of birds (with nets) and small mammals (by live-trapping).

	            

	15. Mid-semester works
Attending of practices is compulsory (only two justified absence is allowed).

	

	16. Course requirements and grading 
· Progress in species identification: 15%

· Animal sound identification: 15%

· Evaluation of field work (field notes): 20%

· Written report about field work procedures (in examination period): 50%

All four parts of the exam must be completed.

The grades are score of the three parts of the exam, evaluated according to the following scale:
  0–50%    fail

51–65%    acceptable

66–75%    average

76–90%    good

            91–100% excellent

	

	17. List of readings

[1] An electronic textbook is available from the lecturer.

	

	18. Recommended texts, further readings 

[1] An electronic textbook is available from the lecturer.

	

	Date 
	25 April, 2017
	Prepared by
	

	
	
	
	Dr. habil. Jenő Purger, assoc. prof. responsible instructor

	

	Endorsed by 
	

	
	Dr. habil. László Molnár, assoc. prof. instructor responsible for the curriculum


